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“We spent five days hungry and
scared,” says Gul Pasoda, 70, a
widow from Khwazakhela a vil-
lage of Swat, who lost her family
members and everything in north-
western Pakistan’s flood-ravaged
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province.

The floods have caused wide-
spread destruction here and in oth-
er provinces, directly or indirectly
affecting a total of 21 million peo-
ple and killing more than 1800 peo-
ple and thousands of cattle swept
away.

The family of Gul Pasoda was
trapped in their mud-house by
floodwater and they had no means
of survival. For five days no rescue
team reached them and there had
nothing left to eat. The floodwater
was surging swiftly and at last an
army rescue team approached

them and only Gul and her five
grandchildren were rescued.

Gul’s husband, four sons and
her daughter-e-law were drowned
by floodwater. Her daughters are
married and live with their hus-
bands in other districts of Pakh-
tunkhwa Province, where flood
has destroyed their homes too. Her
husband was a farmer and sons
were laborers.

Gul Pasoda is broke but says she
has to live for her grandchildren
who are left without anyone to
help them and bring them food.
Fed up waiting for government aid
and living in open sky, the 70-year-
old was reaching individuals to
give them charity and alms

She is left with her 3 granddaugh-
ters and 2 grandsons, who live
with her in a tent provided by
GAAC and she looks after her 5
orphan grandchildren. Gul looks

after her 5 orphan grandchildren
with the help of GAAC.

Barefoot and in rags, the family
last saw their home, when they
were rescued from heavy monsoon
rain and rising floodwaters with
only the clothes on their backs,
swapping their independence for
a life of misery filled with the sor-
row of their loved ones being lost
in the floods.

Floodwaters have receded but
left small children, women and the
elderly battling to survive on food
handouts in refugee camps on road-
sides, increasingly angry at a gov-
ernment they say has failed them.

People swarm around cars, beg-
ging for help. Their homes and
crops were completely washed
away. Their fields are covered in
mud and rubbish.

"Nobody has visited our village.
Nobody has helped us," Gul said

to a team of German Aid for
Afghan Children (GAAC), which
provided shelter and food to Gul
and her five orphan grandchildren.

GAAC extended relief and
rehabilitation support to the 2005
earthquake-affected communities
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, is now
providing food including flour, oil,
pulses, tea, sugar, milk and water
to 1,000 families of Swat, Nowshera,
Pabbi and Bannu districts, says Dr
Reinhard Eroes, who heads the
NGO.

" M y  h o u s e ,  f u r n i t u r e  - -
everything was destroyed. We had
no support from the government,"
Gul told while talking to GAAC
Pakistan-Afghanistan Director Haji
Muhammad Alem Janna in an
installation, where she is camped
o u t  i n  a  t e n t  w i t h  h e r
grandchildren handed out by a
GAAC.

The cows and donkeys on which
they depended to earn a livelihood
are drowned by flash floods.

The United Nations has issued
a record two-billion-dollar appeal
for funds to deal with the aftermath
of the disaster, which UN agencies
say affected 21 million people and
left 12 million in need of
emergency food aid.

Gul said she asked for help but
no government official came to
help so started begging for money
to buy food for the hungry orphans
whom she has to take care of.

When she returned a month later,
practically nothing was left in the
village of Khwazakhela, the area
is one of the worst affected in
Pakistan's worst natural disaster.

"Building just this one room will
cost me 50,000 rupees (580 dollars).
The government has announced
only 20,000 for us," she said.

GAAC team visiting the areas
saw dozens of people rebuilding
their houses, some cleaning wells
and removing debris. Villagers
were using carts pulled by bulls
and tractor trolleys to take away
mud and rubbish.

The family was given a tent,
food and medicine by GAAC, she
acknowledged. "But I need cash,
or construction material from the
government," she added. "We have
nothing but Allah's help. We're still
waiting."

"You (GAAC) are the first person
who came here. Nobody helped
us. We're doing all this on our own,"
she said.

"We all want to go home, but our
mud houses were completely
washed away. Where should we
go?" asked Bilnas, 9, the eldest
granddaughter of Gul, near her
tent.

Gul’s grandchildren; Bilnas

Khan, 9, a student of class 4, she
wishes to go back to her school
and spend a normal life,  Hameeda
Khan, 7, in her first class and
Hameena Khan, 5, studies is in
nursery, are the granddaughters.
The grandsons are Muhammad
Hussain, 8, is admitted to 1st class
and the youngest Fida Hussain is
six years old and he goes to nursery,
who is oblivious of the scale of the
disaster which brought them
miseries at an young age. Fida
mostly asks about the whereabouts
of his parents.

When these children are asked
about their parents they cry and
can not speak, tears are their
answer. They are traumatized and
need trauma therapy at earliest.

Bilnas, a young enthusiastic girl
for studies, she says she wants to
continue her studies again and go
to school, she wants to become a
doctor in order to serve her people
because during the flood crisis she
has seen people suffering from
fatal diseases without any medical
help.

Bilnas also takes care of her
younger brothers and sisters
despite she is in age to be cared of
and when they have nothing to eat
she consoles them and asks them
to be patient “Food is getting ready”
she tells them.

These children attend classes in
a tent without any proper teacher
and proper study materials.

GAAC apart from providing
them shelter also brings them
monthly rations to manage their
living and they are also given
additional edibles when they need.

Gul says her grandchildren
complained of abdominal pains,
diarrhea, vomiting and skin
diseases. GAAC specially brought
a medical team to provide them
medical treatment at their tent and
now they are in better conditions
but still vulnerable to the fierce
winter ahead.

Gul is also suffering from
backbone illness and she can not
walk easily as she complains of
pain in her feet. At 70 she can not
work and also in the society here
women are not allowed to work
to earn their livelihood.

This  family who is  lef t
unsupported and no one to take
care of them is in dire need of a
house, financial support to fulfill
their needs, education, proper food
and sanitation.

Government only rescued them
but provided them no support or
assistance. GAAC gives them
monthly ration but they are
hopeful that GAAC will provide
them a house to live and assist
them to establish a mean of earning
their livelihoods soon.

Misery for
the 'doomed
orphans' of
Pakistan floods


